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by night, and departed into Egypt: and was there until the
death of Herod: that it might be fulfilled which was spoken
of the Lord by the prophet, saying, Out of Egypt have I called
my son. . . .

11 But when Herod was dead, behold, an angel of the Lord
appeareth in a dream to Joseph in Egypt, saying, Arise, and
take the young child and his mother, and go into the land of
Israel: for they are dead which sought the young child's
life. ...

" But when he heard that Archelaus did reign in Judaea
in the room of his father Herod, he was afraid to go thither :
notwithstanding, being warned of God in a dream, he turned
aside into the parts of Galilee: and he came and dwelt in a
city called Nazareth: that it might be fulfilled which was
spoken by the prophets, He shall be called a Nazaiene."

Thus St. Matthew tells us that Jesus was taken out of
Palestine in infancy and that he remained in Egypt until
Herod's son, Archelaus, succeeded to the thione of Judaea.
On the return journey, St. Joseph " tuined aside into the parts
of Galilee " because he was afraid to venture into the territory
of Archelaus. St. Matthew does not mention the reason for
this fear, but it was probably on account of the rebellion which
broke out after Herod's death and was quelled by Archelaus
only after three thousand Jews, among them many Passover
pilgrims, had been slaughtered. This is almost certain to
have been the reason why the Holy Family turned aside from
Judaea. It may have been St. Joseph's intention to attend the
Passover in Jerusalem, but, hearing of the massacre, he
" turned aside into the parts of Galilee."

It is clear from St. Matthew's account of the Flight that the
Holy Family were only present in Egypt for a very short time,
possibly only for three or four weeks, for Archelaus succeeded
immediately on the death of Herod, and his accession seems
to have been the signal for St. Joseph to return. Herod is
believed to have died in February, and the Passover at which
the riot occurred was held that year in March; therefore a
month is probably the longest period during which the Holy
Family could have rested in Egypt.

The Egypt which the Holy Family entered stands in the
clear light of history. Twenty-seven years previously Antony